2018-19 Academic Learning Compact Report
ALC - Political Science (BA) (CIP CODE 45.1001)
Program Outcomes

Means of Assessment

Findings

Use of Findings

Content/Discipline Skills (American
Politics) - Demonstrate an
understanding of American political
institutions, culture and behavior.
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

In the final examination for POS
2041 (American National
Government), students will evaluate
American political institutions,
culture, and behavior.
Criterion for Success: 80 percent of
students will successfully identify
three distinct differences between
American political institutions and
behavior. Corroborating Evidence
(ALC Requirement Only): 80 percent
of students will score at least 70
percent and above on a final
examination in POS 2041(American
National Government).

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Inconclusive
In Fall 2018 67% of students in POS 2041 scored a 70 or
higher on the final exam. In Spring 2019 74% of the class
scored a 70 or higher on the final exam. (05/27/2019)

Use of Findings: After careful
analysis of these findings, the
professor is making some changes
to the lecture format including
more power point presentations
and online interactive materials
through the publisher. The
professor will also designate a
review day before each exam.
While the numbers are
inconclusive (we failed to meet
the standard in the fall, but did
exceed it inthe spring, suggesting
improvement within the year.
(05/27/2019)

Communication Skills (Writing) Demonstrate written communication
skills through written assignments.
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

Students must complete writing
assignments in two different upper
level political science courses.
Criterion for Success: The political
science department maintains a
portfolio of samples of outstanding,
average and unsatisfactory papers
written for upper-level political
science courses (student
identification is redacted). These
papers serve as examples for
students as well as a basis for
measuring performance. At least 75
percent of papers will be average to

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Exceeds Expectations
During Spring 2019, 90 percent of students (35/39) earned
at least a 70 percent on the 7-8 page essay assignment in
POT 4064 - Contemporary Political Thought. The assignment
was graded both on content and writing. After all,
communication skills aren't developed in a vacuum, but
start with a good grasp of information and arguments.
(05/27/2019)

Use of Findings: After careful
analysis of these date, we notice
that once again the papers are
good but not great. Prompted by
findings collected in past years,
the professor focused more this
year on writing and citation
format, and those elements of the
essays did improve. So that part of
the ALC seems to be working. The
professor also devoted class time
to writing itself. That clearly needs
further work. The professor will
set aside class time to devote to
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writing exercises and skills,
focusing on how to develop and
articulate a rigorous political
theory argument. (05/27/2019)

outstanding. Corroborating Evidence
(ALC Requirement Only): At least 80
percent of students will score at
least 70 percent on the major writing
assignment or written portion of the
final examination in two upper-level
political science courses

Critical Thinking Skills (Government
and Politics) - Demonstrate ability to
understand and articulate the
philosophical, legal and political
factors influencing the government
and politics of nations
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2018 2019

Students will write essays in POT
4064 (Contemporary Political
Theory) in which they critically
engage competing political and/or
legal philosophies.
Criterion for Success: Criteria for
Success: At least 80 percent of
students will successfully explicate
the philosophies of two different
theorists concerning issues of
politics and/or law. Corroborating
Evidence (ALC Requirement Only): At
least 80 percent of students will
score at least 70 percent on the final
examination in POT 4064
(Contemporary Political Theory).

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Exceeds Expectations
In Spring 2019, 90 percent of students in POT 4064 earned
at leas a 70 percent on the final exam in the class. As we've
seen in the past, the blue book essays varied widely across
the class, with many underdeveloped in terms of length, the
use of evidence, and the complexity of arguments.
(05/27/2019)

Use of Findings: After careful
analysis of the findings, the
professor will spend more time in
class explaining what a fullfledged critical essay should look
like. In past years we have noticed
that essays often have often come
up short in length. Based on those
findings, this year the professor
spent more time "anchoring"
essay length, and we have seen
improvement in this area. The
professor will continue to work on
teaching students how to develop
and articulate critical and creative
arguments that rely not just on
memorization but also on original
synthesis of ideas. (05/27/2019)

Civic Engagement - Relate theoretical
knowledge with practical experience
by engaging in internships in the
student's area of interest. Internships
may be served in local, state, and
federal governments; the legal field,
campaigns or public service, or in
international or non-governmental
organizations.
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

Direct Measure - Students must
complete either POS 4941 -Fieldwork, or POS 3931 -- Practical
Politics, or complete a civic
engagement project in another class
(e.g., Law and Politics, American
National Government, or the Road
to the White House).
Criterion for Success: At least 75
percent of students will receive a
positive evaluation from the
sponsoring agency or the supervising

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Exceeds Expectations
Between Summer 2018 and Spring 2019, the department
again oversaw 9 fieldwork internships. 100 percent (9/9) of
those students received positive evaluations from their
supervisors. The number of internships continues to run
below what we would like despite efforts to increase
student placements. Thus, while the finding is excellent for
those students who undertook internships, it doesn't reflect
the much larger number of students who did not do an
internship. (05/27/2019)

Use of Findings: The number of
internships in 2018-2019 was the
same as the number in 2017-2018.
While students do extremely well
in their placements, growing the
number of opportunities is out
major challenge. We know that
these kinds of learning
experiences are valuable.
Anecdotally, students certainly
know about the internship class,
but setting up
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internships in ways that work for
students and faculty is more
problematic. The faculty will
discuss the possibility of
designating one professor as the
internship coordinator. If this
would count as part of the
professor's assigned duties we can
expect more matches between
students and internship
opportunities. (05/27/2019)

faculty member based on a standard
set of questions. Corroborating
Evidence (ALC Requirement Only):
Students will prepare a written
summary of their internship or civic
engagement project.
Person(s) Responsible: Thomas W.
Smith

Multiculturalism/Diversity Demonstrate an understanding of the
diversity of peoples and cultures and
the impact of this diversity in global
and/or domestic politics.
Outcome Status: Active
Planned Assessment Cycle: 2017 2018, 2018 - 2019

10/30/2019

At least 80 percent of students will
produce compelling arguments
exploring both sides of major
debates in global politics.
Corroborating Evidence (ALC
Requirement Only): At least 80
percent of students will score at
least 80 percent (average) on two
debate papers in CPO 2002
(Introduction to Comparative
Politics). Students will write debate
papers in CPO 2002 (Introduction to
Comparative Politics) in which they
present diverse viewpoints on
contemporary global crises and
events.
Criterion for Success: At least 80
percent of students will produce
compelling arguments exploring
both sides of major debates in global
politics. Corroborating Evidence (ALC
Requirement Only): At least 80
percent of students will score at
least 80 percent (average) on two
debate papers in CPO 2002
(Introduction to Comparative
Politics).

Use of Findings

Reporting Period: 2018 - 2019
Conclusion: Exceeds Expectations
In Spring 2019, 34/35 (97%) of students in CPO 2002 and
8/8 (100%) of students in Honors CPO 2002 scored 80% or
above in the two debate papers. However, in fall 2002 only
29/37 did so (78%). So, overall, for the year, 89% of
students scored above the benchmark.
(05/27/2019)
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Use of Findings: Base on data
collected in previous years, this
year the professor added a predebate, in-class activity that
requires students to work in
groups to discuss their diverse
points of view on pressing issues
in global politics and then use
them to formulate coherent,
competing arguments. In contrast
to previous years, the professor
organized this as a structured
activity involving direct faculty
supervision and on-the-spot
feedback. In the fall, several of the
students who under-performed
on the debate missed class on the
day of the activity. In the future,
the professor will be sure to alert
students to its importance
verbally and by email, and remind
them that attendance is
mandatory. (05/27/2019)
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